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Medical  Officer’s  Report 

IIIIHmillKtlllHMMHHHIMtllUmHIlHimmHimilK 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
MARPLE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

Sik  and  Gentlemen, 

I  Lave  muicL  pleasure  in  presenting  to  your  notice  my  Twenty 
Second  Annual  Report  on  the  health  of  your  district. 

The  area  of  your  district  is  3,053  acres,  urban  and  rural. 

The  district  of  Marple,  including  High  Lane  and  Strines,  is 
hilly,  being  built  on  a  slope,  with  west  and  south-west  aspect. 
Its  height  above  sea  level  varies  from  450  to  633  feet.  It.  is  well 
drained,  and  boasted  some  beautiful  woods  and  trees,  until  owing 
to  war  requirements  the  best  trees  were  cut  down,  quite  spoiling 
the  place  from  an  artistic  point  of  view.  Thei  sub-soil  is  clay  (with 
occasional  faults  of  sand  and  gravel),  which  makes  it  cold  and 
humid.  However,  the  natural  drainage  through  the  sloping  char¬ 
acter  of  the  country  counteracts  the  dampness,  and  renders  it  fairly 
dry  and  healthy. 

Marple  may  truly  be  termed  a  Residential  District,  contiguous 
io  Manchester,  peopled,  as  it  chiefly  is,  by  business  men  who  live 
here  in  fairly  large  houses. 

The  remainder  of  the  village  consists  of  cottages  tenanted  by 
the  workers  in  the  three  mills  and  a  few  small  works.  The  chief 
industry  is  cotton  spinning  and  manufacturing. 

The  cottages  are  mostly  of  a  very  good  type,  with  plenty  of 
room  and  ventilation,  but  the  want  of  all  kinds  of  property  is 
most  acutely  felt,  and  we  are  hoping  before  long  that  some  mediu ni¬ 
si  zed  property  will  be  erected. 
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The  pop ula,tdon  at  the  last  census  was  6,250,  calculated  by  the 
Registrar  General;  for  1919  it  is  6,647  for  Birth  Rate  and  6,381  for 
Death  Rate. 

The  sewerage  and  drainage  is  in  a  satisfactory  state. 

The  disposal  of  excrement  is  done  by  three  methods — water 
carriage,  pails,  and  middens.  Except  in  the  outlying  districts  the 
sewage  is  now  practically  all  wafer  borne. 

There  are  958  water  closets  and  309  slop  water  closets. 

There  are  only  20  cesspools  in  the  district.  The  pails  and 
middens  are  emptied  at  night-time,  but  in  isolated  parts  of  the 
district  some  congestion  must  unavoidably  occur,  and  will  do  so 
until  we  have  universal  drainage.  The  tins  and  pails  are  collected 
weekly.  There  are  1132  aslibins  now,  compared  with  90  nine  years 
ago. 

Marple  obtains  its  water  supply  from  the  Stockport.  Corpora¬ 
tion,  through  Lyme  and,  Kinder.  The  water  is  good  in  quality,  and 
the  analysis  shows  it  to  be  pure. 

MILK  SUPPLY. 


The  supply  of  milk  is  fair,  but  the  price  is  still  high,  owing 
to  the  inflated  prices  of  cattle  foods. 

The  dairies  and  cowsheds  are  kept  in  a  sanitary  condition,  and 
lime  washed  'occasionally . 


No  cases  of  unsound  food  or  meat  were  reported  during  the 

year. 


ZYMOTIC  DISEASES. 


There  were  only  7  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  reported  :  Scar-  - 
let  Fever  3  cases,  Diphtheria  2  cases,  Typhoid  Fever  1  case,  Puer¬ 
peral  Fever  1  case.  All  the  Scarlet  Fever  cases  were  kept  at  home 
and  isolated,  with  very  saisifacfory  results.  The  Typhoid  and 
Diphtheria,  cases  were  sent  to  Hospital. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

There  were  only  3  deaths  notified  in  1919. 


The  Schools  have  been  well  looked  after  as  to  fumigation, 
cleansing,  etc. 


The  Infantile  Death  Rate  is  64*7 — very  satisfactory. 


Table  i. 

Yital  Statiities  of  Whole  District  during  1919  and  previous  Years. 

MARPLE  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


Table  hi. 

Deaths  registered  during  the  Calendar  Year  1919,  classified  by  age  and  cause. 

MARPLE  URBAN  DISTRICT. 

Net  Deaths  at  the  subjoined  Ages  of  “Residents”  whether 
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INFANT  MORTALITY. 
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Causes  of  Death. 

All  causes^ — Certified . 

Broncho  Pneumonia  . 

Congenital  Debility  . 

Acute  Laryngitis . 

Convulsions . 

Diarrhoea  . 
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We  have  the  following  Adoptive  Acts  in  force: — 

Infectious  Diseases  Notification  Act. 

Public  Health  Amendment  Act,  1909. 

Tuberculosis  Act,  1912. 

And  the  following  Bye-Laws: 

New  Streets  and  Buildings,  Common  Lodging-Houses, 
Slaughter-Houses,  Cleansing  and  Scavenging,  Offensive 
Trades,  Hackney  Carriages. 

The  following  nuisances  have  been  dealt  with,  viz. : — 


Defective  Drains  .  29 

,,  Ashpits  .  1 

Privies  converted  into  Water  Closets  .  12 

Defects  in  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  .  8 

„  in  Bakehouses  .  1 

Structural  Defects  .  5 

Dirty  Conditions  .  3 

Accumulations  of  Refuse  .  3 

Defects  in  Slaughter-houses  .  5 

Nuisances  abated  . 67 

,,  unabated  . 56 


Total  . . .  123 


FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOPS  ACT. 

There  are  11  Factories  and  33  Workshops  in  the  district. 

These  have  all  been  inspected  periodically,  and  all  defects 
rectified.  All  the  buildings  are  in  a  satisfactory  state.  The  ventila¬ 
tion  is  good,  and  they  are  clean  and  lime  washed.  The  sanitary 
arrangements  are  good. 

There  are  10  Bakehouses  in  the  district.  Only  one  slight 
defect  was  found.  They  are  whitewashed  and  clean. 

The  Slaughter-houses,  five  in  number,  have  been  frequently 
inspected.  They  are  all  well  paved,  drained,  and  whitewashed. 

No  cases  of  overcrowding  came  to  our  notice,  and  there  is  no 
illegal  employment  of  girls. 


Eleven  canal  boats  were  examined,  with  no  defects. 
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METEOROLOGICAL. 

Rainfall. 
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No.  of  inches  3' 58 
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Total  . 

33'77 

179 

Average  for  tile  last  twenty  years  :  33'48  inches. 


RECOMMENDATIONS. 

1.  Veterinary  inspection  of  cattle. 

2.  Improvement  in  condition  of  streets.  Some  of  the  roads, 
especially  those  in  the  main  thoroughfares,  require  re-paving  badly. 
The  length  from  Market  Street  to  Possett  Bridge  deserves  special 
mention. 

I  think  you  will  consider  this  Report  very  satisfactory. 

The  low  Infantile  Death  Rate,  64' 7,  against  127  last  year. 

The  low  Death  Rate,  10,  without  the  outward  transfers,  and.  the 
slightly  higher  Birth  Rate,  are  all  steps  in  the  right  direction. 

The  very  small  number  of  Zymotic  Diseases  is  congratulatory. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


HARRY  BURTON, 

M.D.  (Durh.),  M.R.C.S.  (Eng). 
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MARPLE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Summary  of  Sanitary  Work  during  1919 


I.  Adoptive  Acts. 

Have  any  of  the  undeirnamed  Acts  been  adopted  by  your 
Council  during  1919? 

1.  Infectious  Diseases  Prevention  Act. — No 

2.  Notification  of  Births  Act. 

3.  Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment)  Act,  1907  (State  Sec¬ 

tions  in  force). — 15  to  25,  27  to  28,  43  to  67,  69  to  7  7, 
92  to  95  inclusive. 

4.  Other  Adoptive  Acts. 


II.  Bye-Laws  and  Regulations. 

State  subject  matter  of  any  new  Bye-Laws  or  Regulations 
brought  into  force  during  1919.  A  copy  of  any  new 
Bye-Laws  or  Regulations  would  be  acceptable. 


HI.  Milk  Supply. 


1.  Number  of  Registered  Premises  at  close  of  1919: — 


(a)  Dairies  . . 

(b)  Cowsheds 

(c)  M’ilkshops 


Number  inspected 
during  1919. 


57 


57 


Number  of  Notices  served  for  non-compliance  with  Regu¬ 
lations  . 


3.  Number  of  Legal  Actions  taken  for  non-compliance  with 
Notices,  &c. 


IV. — Food  Inspection. 

1.  Is  this  systematically  carried  out  in  your  District  ? — Yes. 

2.  Number  of  Slaughter-houses  in  your  District — 


(a)  Public  .  Nil 

(b)  Private  .  5 

3  Number  of  inspections  made  of  Slaughter-houses  during 
1919— 

(a)  Public  .  Nil 

(b)  Private  .  15 


4.  Are  systematic  inspections  made  of  premises  other  than 
Slaughter-houses  where  food  is  produced  or  sold  ?  If  so, 
please  state  generally  nature  of  premises  so  inspected. — 
Fish  Shops,  Fried  Fish  Shops,  and  Cooked  Food  Shops. 

V.  Water  Supply. 

1.  Have  any  extensions  been  carried  out  during  1919  If  so, 

please  append  brief  note. — Portion  of  water  main  in 
Windlehurst  Road  increased  in  size  from  3in.  diameter 
to  6in.  diameter. 

2.  Number  of  Samples  analysed  during  1919. 

3  Are  any,  and,  if  so,  what  parts  of  your  district  still  without 
a  proper  supply  ? — Dooley  Lane. 

VI.  Pollution  of  Rivers  and  Streams. 

In  your  opinion,  are  any  Rivers  or  Streams  in  your  dis¬ 
trict  polluted,  or  likely  to  be  polluted  at  times,  by 
any  of  the  following  ? 

{a)  Public  Sewage  Disposal  Works. — No. 

(b)  Private  Sewage  Disposal  Works. — No. 

(c)  Solid  matter  (accumulations  of  cinders,  refuse,  sludge,  &c.). 

—No. 

( d )  House  Drainage. — No;  except  in  one  or  two  cases. 

(e)  Manufacturing  waste  or  effluents. — No. 

VII.  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. 

1.  Specify  any  new  works  of  sewerage  carried  out  during 

1919.— Nil. 

2.  At©  any,  and,  if  so,  what  parts  of  your  district  still  without 

a  proper  system  of  sewers  ? — Strines  village. 

3.  By  what  system  is  sewage  disposed  of  ? — Chiefly  water-borne. 

4.  Have  there  been  anv  complaints  to  your  knowledge  during 
1919  as  to  the  disposal  works? — None. 

5.  Have  any  alterations  or  extensions  taken  place  to  your 

knowledge  in  the  disposal  works  during  1919? — No. 
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VIII.  Scavenging. 

1.  By  whom  is  this  carried  out? — Council,  by  direct  employ¬ 

ment. 

2.  Approximate  number  of  the  following  in  your  district  : — 


How  frequently  scavenged. 

(a)  Midden-privies  .  419)  As  occasion  demands,  from 

(b)  Dry  Ashpits  .  1 70  j  Six  Weeks  to  Two  Months. 

( c )  Pail  Closets  .  44  Weekly. 

(d)  Dustbins  .  1132  Weekly. 

(e)  Cesspools  .  20 


3.  Is  the  present  system,  in  your  opinion,  inadequate  in  any 
respect  ? — The  owners  of  Privies  are  now  being  pressed 
to  provide  Water  Closets. 


IX.  Housing. 

1.  Number  of  new  houses  built  during  1919  — None. 

2.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  under  S.  17,  Act  of 

1909. — None. 

3.  Number  of  such  houses  considered  unfit  for  habitation. 

4.  Number  of  representations  made  to  Local  Authority. — Nil. 

5.  Number  of  closing  orders  made  by  Local  Authority. — Nil. 

6.  Number  of  houses  where  defects  remedied  without  closing 

orders  being  made. — Nil. 

7.  Number  of  houses  where  defects  remedied  after  closing 

orders  made. — Nil. 

8.  Estimated  or  ascertained  number  of  houses  within  limits 
of  rent  in  S.  14  of  Act  of  1909. — 1,124. 

9.  Number  of  such  houses  in  respect  of  which  notice  was 

served  during  1912. — Nil. 

10.  Number  of  such  houses  closed  after  notice. — Nil. 

11.  Number  of  such  houses  where  Local  Authority  has  executed 

necessary  repairs,  &c. — Nil. 

12.  Approximate  number  of  back-to-back  houses  in  district.- 

42. 

13.  Approximate  number  of  cellar  dwellings  in  district. — None. 
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X.  Prevention  of  Consumption. 

Kindly  state  actioin  taken  during  1919  under  following 
heads 

1.  Sanitary  inspection  of  patients’  houses. — Yes. 

2.  Disinfection  of  ditto. — Always  after  removal  or  death. 

3.  Distribution  of  circulars  containing  advice. 

4.  Action  to  prevent  spitting. 

5.  Provision  of  Shelters. 

6.  Supply  of  disinfectant. — Yes,  if  required. 

7.  Supply  of  sputum  flasks,  paper  handkerchiefs,  &c. 

8.  Visitation  by  Nurses  or  Health  Visitors. — Yes. 

(Signed)  HY  BURTON. 

March  31st,  1919, 
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MARPLE  URBAN  DISTRICT  CORNCIL 

iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiimimiiiimiiiiiiiiiMiii 

Surveyor  and  Inspector’s 

Report. 

iiiiiiiiiimiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiimiiiiiiiiiiiiiiimiiiiiiiiiiH 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
MARPLE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

Gentlemen, 

I  Lave  tlie  honour  to  lay  before  you  my  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  ending  December,  1919. 

From  time  to-  time  I  have  inspected  various  premises  for  the 
purpose  of  ascertaining  the  existence  of  nuisances,  with  the  result 
that  122  premises  have  been  inspected,  123  defects  discovered,  67 
of  which  have  been  remedied,  leaving  56  in  hand. 

The  number  of  informal  notices  issued  was  123,  and  the  num¬ 


ber  of  statutory  notices  served  40. 

The  nuisances  dealt  with  are  as  follows : — 

Defective  Drains  .  29 

Defective  Ashbins  . .  1 

Privies  converted  into  Water  Closets  .  12 

Defects  in  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  .  8 

Defects  in  Bakehouses  .  1 

Structural  Defects  .  5 

Dirty  Conditions  .  3 

Accumulation  of  Refuse  .  3 

Defects  in  Slaughter-houses  .  5 

Nuisances  abated  .  67 

,,  unabated  .  56 

Total  .  123 
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WATER  CLOSETS,  PRIVIES,  Etc. 

The  number  of  Water  Closets  and  other  conveniences  in  the 
District  are  as  follows  : — 


Water  Closets  .  958 

Slop  Water  Closets  .  309 

Privy  Middens  .  419 

Pail  Closets  . 44 

Dry  Ashpits  .  170 

Ashbins  .  1132 

Cesspools  .  20 


HOUSING. 

The  number  of  houses  in  the  district  is  1,691. 

The  number  of  working-class  houses  in  the  district  is  1,392. 

The  housing  scheme,  which  consists  of  the  provision  of  101 
houses  on  Brindley’s  Farm,  has  made  consider  able  progress.  The 
land  has  been  purchased,  the  Council  obtaining  vacant  possession 
or  March  25th.  The  layout  plan,  together  with  plans  and  esti¬ 
mates  for  streets  and  sewers,  have  been  prepared  in  the  Surveyor’s 
department,  and  have  received  the  official  approval  of  the  Housing 
Commissioner.  The  house  plans  are  now  being  prepared. 

COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL  OF  REFUSE. 

This  work  is  carried  out  by  direct  employment  of  labour.  The 
Privies  and  Ashpits  are  emptied  at  regular  periods  varying  from 
two  weeks  to  twelve  weeks,  the  refuse  being  taken  to  convenient 
tips  in  the  rural  parts  of  the  district.  The  Ashbins  are  emptied 
weekly. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

During  the  year  7  cases  of  Infectious  Disease,  other  than 
Measles,  have  been  notified,  consisting  of  3  cases  of  Scarlet.  Fever, 
2  cases  of  Diphtheria,  and  1  ease  of  Typhoid,  The  Scarlet  Fever 
cases  were  nursed  at  'home,  the  other  cases  being  sent  to  the  Isola¬ 
tion  Hospital. 

DAIRIES  AND  (COWSHEDS. 

The  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  in  the  district  have  been  inspected 
from  time  to  time,  eight  defects  being  discovered,  all  of  which  have 
been  remedied. 


BAKEHOUSES. 

There  are  10  Bakehouses  in  the  district.  These  have*  been  fre¬ 
quently  inspected,  one  defect  only  being  'discovered. 

SEWERS. 

The  Sewers  have  been  periodically  examined,  and  appear  to 
be  in  good  condition.  No  new  Sewers  have  been  laid  during  the 
year. 


CANAL  BOATS. 

The  inspection  of  Canal  Boats  has  been  attended  to.  Eleven 
Boats  have  been  examined;  no  defects  were  discovered. 

SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

The  Sewage  Disposal  Works  have  been  maintained  up  to  the 
usual  standard.  The  Rivers  Board  Inspectors  have  taken  several 
final  effluent  samples,  which  have  been  satisfactory. 

RECREATION  GROUNDS. 

The  playing  area  of  these  grounds,  which  has  been  cultivated 
during  the  war,  is  now  to  be  sown  with  grass  seed,  and  prepared 
for  playing  purposes  the  allotment  holders  being  provided  with 
plots  on  Hibbert  Lane. 


The  Shelters  and  Swings  need  painting. 

WTATER  SUPPLY. 

The  Water  Supply  is  obtained  (from  the  Stockport  Corporation 
in  bulk,  and  is  distributed  through  mains,  the  property  of  the 
Council.  The  supply  has  been  ample  and  of  good  quality. 

WATER  MAINS. 

Many  of  the  water  mains  have  now  been  in  use  for  upwards 
of  35  years,  and  are  now  too  small  to  carry  the  required  quantity 
of  waiter,  consequently  portions  of  the  district  are  insufficiently 
supplied.  Some  improvement  has  been  effected  during  the  past 
year  by  substituting  a  Gin.  diameter  main  for  3in.  main  on  the 
WindLehurst  Road.  The  real  remedy  would  be  to  extend  this 
6in.  diameter  main  to  Market  Street/  through  Hibbert  Lane. 
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MAIN  ROADS. 

The  main  roads  have  had  considerable  attention  during  the 
year,  the  re-surfaced  areas  being  as  follows : — 


Sett  Paving  . 

Tarmacadam  . . 

.  4,211  „ 

Ordinary  Macadam  . 

893  ,,  ,, 

Total  . 

......  6,530 

The  area  re-surfaced  is  the  largest  area  dealt  with  during  the 
past  13  years.  The  area  tar  sprayed;  was  20,000  yards  super. 

DISTRICT  ROADS. 

The  district  roads  are  in  fair  condition,  the  area  re-surfaced 
during  the  year  being  4,199  yards  super.,  made  up  as  follows: 
3,614  yards  of  Ordinary  macadam  amid  585  yards  sup.  of  tarmacadam. 

DOOLEY  LANE. 

In  addition  to  the  ordinary  repair  of  district  roads,  Dooley 
Lane  has  been  reconstructed.  This  work  consists  of  constructing 
new  foundations  to  the  length  between  the  Dan  Bank  Bridge  and 
Sewage  Works,  and  re-surfacing  with  ordinary  macadam,  and  sur¬ 
facing  the  length  between  the  Hare  and  Hounds  and  Otterspool 
Bridge  with  tarmacadam.  The  work  is  complete  with  the  excep¬ 
tion  of  laying  the  ordinary  macadam  between  the  Dan  Bank  Bridge 
and  the  Sewage  Works.  The  estimated  cost  was  £1,328,  towards 
which  cost  the  Road  Board  has  made  a  grant  of  £1.150. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


February  1920. 


D.  J.  DIYER, 

Surveyor  and  Inspector. 
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